
 
 

Richard Sharp 
Chairman, BBC 
Langham Place 
London         22nd July 2021 
 
Dear Mr Sharp 
 
 
British Broadcasting Challenge: For Us. By Us. About Us. 
 
We would like to request a meeting with you to discuss the most effective means of safeguarding 
the future of the BBC’s role at the heart of the UK’s public broadcasting system. We are writing as 
supporters of the BBC and campaigners for a properly resourced public service broadcasting system 
that maximises investment in the UK’s creative economy, prioritises British culture and talent, and 
ensures that every region and nation of the UK benefits from a vibrant, universal and freely available 
PSB framework.  
 
The British Broadcasting Challenge: For Us. By Us. About Us. was launched on 24 May 2021 and our 
open letter to Oliver Dowden asking for a genuine public debate on the future of broadcasting was 
signed by a wide range of over 120 public figures including Sir David Attenborough, Dame Hilary 
Mantel, Sir Richard Lambert, Sir Mark Wolpert, Sir David Manning, Kwame Kwei-Armah, and Sir 
Lenny Henry. 
 
The BBC lies at the heart of Britain’s unique PSB framework, and we have been deeply saddened by 
the 30% real terms cut in its funding over the last 10 years. As you know, that was the consequence 
of two successive rounds of negotiations with government over the licence fee in which the 
government insisted on very damaging cuts. As a result, the BBC has clearly been disadvantaged in 
its ability to compete with the new breed of American-based streaming services and to sustain 
investment in new British talent across the UK’s nations and regions. 
  
We know the BBC is currently engaged in negotiations with government over the level of funding 
from April next year. We recognise the difficult nature of these negotiations but the fact that they 
are being held, yet again, in secret and behind closed doors means that the BBC is once more in 
grave danger of being subjected to untoward government pressure. The result of this secrecy on the 
last two occasions has been a BBC that has emerged with a deeply unsatisfactory settlement 
imposed on it unilaterally without any consultation with licence payers. Former DG Lord Birt 
famously described the last set of proposals as ‘opportunistic, expedient and unprincipled diktats 
issued to the BBC in the dead of night, a pistol to its head, absent any democratic debate’.  
  
BBC services have now been pared back to the bone at a time when mis- and dis-information have 
become rampant and its independent and impartial voice is more vital than ever. We need more 
investment in British talent and trusted journalism if the BBC is to retain its position as a British 
institution that is revered around the world. We urge you to insist to government that there must be 
no more cuts. In real terms, this will mean a settlement of nothing less than inflation plus 2% over 
the next 5 years until the end of the current Charter. Anything less will represent more salami slicing 
of BBC revenue and a further weakened BBC.  
  



 
 
 
We recognise that you have taken on the role of Chairman at a particularly difficult time and we 
welcome your robust defence of the BBC’s role. We would now ask you, on behalf of licence payers, 
to stand strong against any government intimidation or insistence that the BBC must yet again agree 
to real term cuts. Research demonstrates that the public still has immense faith in the BBC and still 
prefers the licence fee to any other form of funding. The pandemic has illustrated graphically how 
important are its commitment to properly resourced journalism and education. If we are to sustain 
the BBC’s contribution to our country’s cultural and economic welfare and to the UK’s global 
reputation, the government must provide the necessary resources. And this time, we are asking that 
the BBC insists on the government acknowledging the BBC’s achievements by guaranteeing a proper 
level of financial support.  
  
We very much hope that we can meet in person and look forward to your response. As an integral 
part of our commitment to openness we will make this letter public with the aim of widening public 
understanding of the issues at stake.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patrick Younge 
Chair, British Broadcasting Challenge 
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